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EDITORIAL 

 

Dear readers! 

 

Welcome to the new issue, which contains two research articles.  

Jens Kertscher takes up the challenge posed by ancient texts in teaching philosophy to 

beginners. One of the texts that is often used in introductory courses in colleges and in high 

schools is the Platonic dialogue Meno, and especially the famous "slave example" as well as 

the so-called "theory of reminiscence" (anamnesis doctrine). However, beginners are often 

mislead by the mythical-religious parts of the dialog and its reasoning on the soul. There is a 

tendency to take Plato’s dialog as an esoteric text about rebirth or the eternal life of the soul. 

Kertscher carefully explains that the anamnesis doctrine is not a mythical-religious teaching 

about an everlasting soul, but is a means to understand Plato’s conception of knowledge; in 

doing so Kertscher points out how to avoid the "error of pre-existence" and dig deeper into 

Plato’s philosophical reasoning with students.  

The second article addresses a question of philosophical and political importance, namely 

how to evaluate basic values in political philosophy. Ján Baňas offers a tool for assessment 

which can be used in teaching. It takes up two criteria which are often mentioned by students, 

while reasoning on political topics – desirability and feasibility. Baňas gives a careful analysis 

of the concepts, and shows how they can be put to use in teaching.  

In this issue you will also find a country report by Georgina Díaz. Díaz narrates the turbulent 

recent history of philosophy education in Spain, ending with possible good news. The second 

part of the report will be published in the next issue in spring 2020. 

In the book review section Richard Morehouse takes a closer look at a book about 

philosophy with children in Australia. Morehouse points out that the book offers a combination 

of personal stories and theories as well as a great variety of perspectives. Nils Höppner reviews 

a newly republished book about philosophy of education by the philosopher and educationalist 

Günther Buck. Höppner explains the importance and relevance of the new edition, and makes 

reference to publications about Buck in English. 

We would like to thank Jule Bärmann for proofreading the whole manuscript of this issue.  

Please enjoy reading! 

Again, if you have any questions or suggestions, please do contact us.  

 

October 2019 

The Editors 

 

 

 

 

  




